
Capital: Abuja (2000)

Largest City: Lagos 8,665,000
2nd Largest City: Ibadan 1,549,000

Urban
Population 49,050,000 City Sizes # of cities

lived in Urban 3.7% 10 million +

urban areas Rural 0.6% 5-9.9 m 1
in 2000. 2.5 - 4.9 m

.75-2.49 m 2

POVERTY IN NIGERIA
Urban Poverty 14,911,200 (wealthiest 20% divided by poorest 20%)

urban dwellers Nation ('96-97) 12.7
were below the Lagos ('93) 18.2
poverty line. Ibadan ('93) 50.0

Economy &
Employment

(Country) 
Sector

GDP 
(1999)

Employment 
(1990)

Agriculture 40% 43% Nation (est. 1992) 28.0%
Industrial 40% 7%
Services 20% 50%

Decentralization Sample Urban Area: Lagos, pop. 8.7 million (UNCHS - HABITAT, 1998)

Able to set some of local tax levels Able to choose some contractors for projects
Able to set some of user charges Funds transfer is known in advance

Able to borrow some of funds Central government can remove local govt. officials

Infrastructure 9,319,500 Population without Water Supply in 2000
& urban dwellers (000's) % of rel. pop.

Basic Services lack water supply. Urban 9,320 19%
Rural 38,098 61%
Total 47,418 43%

7,357,500 Pop. without Sanitation Coverage in 2000
urban dwellers (000's) % of rel. pop.

lack sanitation Urban 7,358 15%
coverage. Rural 34,351 55%

Total 41,708 37%

First and Second Quintile of Income Distribution
Urban   

Poorest
Rural 

Poorest
Urban   
Poor

Rural      
Poor

National 
Average

Health Under 5 yrs-old. mortality rate (per 1,000 births, 1998) * 241.6 * 232.4 191.3
Children severely underweight (under 3 yrs.-old) (19.4%) 16.3% 6.6% 16.7% 11.8%

Crime

URBAN POVERTY Income Inequality

UNEMPLOYMENT

Urban 
Migration 

Trends

Annual Growth 
Rates (2000-2015)

Rural-urban migration is by young, male migrants, moving into Lagos, the Yoruba, Hausa-Fulani, and Kanuri. 
Newer cities in the Igbo region are now highly urban. Population is also dense in the river-basin regions of Kano, 
Sokoto, Enugu and Owerri.  Due to becoming a desert, the Gombe State has experienced significant emigration.

20%

80% Urban

Rural

20% of people 
without water 
supply live in 
urban areas.

18% of people 
without sanitation 
coverage live in 
urban areas.
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Making
Cities
Work

18%

82% Urban

Rural

In Nigeria, poverty is a major factor in urban crime rates. Large cities like Lagos and Ibadan have become very dangerous 
places, especially at night. Due to high unemployment rates, many people find work in the informal sector of the economy 
as well as resort to crime. In rural areas of Nigeria, crime is often lower, as living conditions are less congested.

UNEMPLOYMENT. National 
unemployment was estimated to rise 
from 3.9% in 1998 to 4.7% in 1999.  
The urban unemployment rate rose 
from 5.5% to 6.5% during the same 
period. The largest proportion of the 
unemployed (consistently 35 to 50 
percent) were secondary-school 
graduates.

pop. (000's)

23%
44%

55%

40%

60% Urban
Rural

40% of the 
country's poor 
live in 
urban areas.

30% 70%

Poor
Non-poor

30% of 
the urban 
population 
is poor.

20 00  Pop u lation 11 1.5 m illion

10 -year A vg. A n n u al Pop. G row th 2.8%

G D P  (20 00 ) $1 17 .0 billion

G D P  per capita $1 ,0 49

G D P  grow th 3.5%

G N I p er cap ita (20 00) $2 60

W orld B an k  C lassification Low  In com e

Pop u lation  B elow  Poverty Lin e 37 .6  m illion

Nigeria August 2002


